
 
 
 

Press release 
 
 
ARKEN opens The Art Island  
	  
ARKEN Museum of Modern Art has inaugurated The Art Island and can 
thus welcome the public to a brand new landscape with bridges, lagoons 
and dunes, and to a museum surrounded by water.  
 
On 24 January when ARKEN opened The Art Island, it was the realization of a 
dream of creating more harmony between the museum’s characteristic maritime 
architecture and the surrounding landscape. Originally the intention was that 
ARKEN was to lie at the water’s edge, but for environmental protection reasons 
the museum was moved inland. Now the water comes to ARKEN. 
 
A generous donation from A.P. Møller og Hustru Chastine Mc-Kinney Møllers 
Fond til almene Formaal has made it possible to create The Art Island, which 
forges a new, unique relationship between art and architecture, water and 
landscape.  
 
ARKEN’s director, Christian Gether, says: “It is with great pleasure that we can 
open The Art Island and welcome our visitors to a fully developed museum. 
ARKEN now lies on an island surrounded by water with five new bridges, path 
systems and lighting. Contact has thus been established between the natural 
surroundings of Strandparken and the sophisticated culture of the museum. The 
Art Island is nothing less than the culmination of a long development process 
that began over 20 years ago.” 
 
A landscape of transitions  
Bridges, lagoons, woods, dunes and varied vegetation form the primary ele-
ments in the new setting around ARKEN. It is the firm of architects and planners 
Møller and Grønborg who, in collaboration with Schul Landskabsarkitekter, are 
behind the project, and they have created a varied and informal landscape 
around the museum with the focus on transitions: from nature to culture, from 
the wild to the sophisticated, and from the physical to the spiritual and intellec-
tual.  
 
A lagoon winds all the way round the museum and makes it possible to experi-
ence ARKEN’s maritime architecture from the water – for example sailing in a 
kayak. Several bridges link the museum island with the surrounding landscape 
and with the parking areas, which have been located outside the island. Over 
20,000 plants, trees and bushes have already been planted in the newly estab-
lished landscape and in time will make The Art Island a green, recreational area.  
  
 
 



Sculpture park in the making  
In the course of the coming years a sculpture park will be laid out around the 
museum, with sculptures which in various ways involve the visitors. On the fore-
court ARKEN’s new landmark, the artist duo Elmgreen & Dragset’s marvellous 
equestrian statue of a jubilant boy riding high on his horse, will greet the visitors.  
 
The Art Island has been realized in collaboration with the firms of architects and 
planners Møller & Grønborg A/S, Schul Landskabsarkitekter, the engineering 
firm Niras, the building consultants Sweco Denmark A/S and the building con-
tractors Barslund A/S.  
	  


