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Van Gogh comes to Denmark 
 
Vincent van Gogh is coming to ARKEN in 2018. In a unique collaboration with the 
Kröller-Müller Museum, The Netherlands, ARKEN will open its doors on 1 
September 2018 for a wide-ranging exhibition of van Gogh’s works with a focus on 
the relations among art, humanity, nature and religion. It is more than 50 years 
since the Danish public has been able to experience a large exhibition devoted 
exclusively to van Gogh’s paintings and drawings.  
 
Van Gogh’s spirituality and his artistic focus on humanity and nature are unparalleled. Van 
Gogh was a religious artist, convinced that he could do good by creating beautiful 
paintings. ARKEN’s exhibition shows with 28 paintings and 11 drawings how his 
depictions of hard-working farm labourers and captivating landscapes in Arles were meant 
to express the divine in nature and mankind at a time of new departures in society when 
traditional faith was coming under pressure from modern philosophy and science.  
 
Vincent van Gogh (1853-1890) is one of the world’s best known and most important 
artists. His fame is due to his incredibly beautiful paintings as well as the intimate 
knowledge of his personal life we gain from his extensive correspondence with his brother 
Theo. Together these have helped to build up the ultimate myth of the artist as a 
tormented artistic mind that created the most beautiful works of art. Van Gogh’s works 
herald modernity in art, for example by opening doors to psychology and the subjective in 
painting, creating expressive energy with his vibrant colours, and taking ground-breaking 
steps towards abstraction. ARKEN’s van Gogh exhibition runs from 1 September 2018 
until 20 January 2019.  
 
From June on, under the title Starry Nights, ARKEN will show a special presentation of 
contemporary artworks from ARKEN’s collection which actualize van Gogh’s view of 
nature and spirituality. This exhibition opens on 23 June 2018 
 
The last time the Danish public could see a large exhibition of paintings and drawings 
by van Gogh was in 1963 at Louisiana Museum of Modern Art in Humlebæk. 
 
 

The exhibition has been organised in 
association with the Kröller-Müller 
Museum, The Netherlands.  
 
 

 

The exhibition is supported by the 
foundations Augustinus Fonden and  
Aage og Johanne Louis-Hansens Fond. 
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