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ARKEN receives signature art work by star artist 
 
British artist Simon Fujiwara creates thought-provoking and complex immersive 
installations that examine our era’s eager focus on identity, honesty and self-
staging. One of the artist’s key works, Joanne, is a portrait of his former art teacher 
at high school in England and will now become part of the ARKEN collection thanks 
to generous support from the New Carlsberg Foundation.   
 
She is a boxing champion, former beauty queen, actress, artist, woman – and, in her own 
words, a chameleon. Simon Fujiwara’s comprehensive video installation Joanne from 
2016/2018 shows the many faces of the artist’s former teacher, Joanne Salley. The work 
takes the viewer on a kaleidoscopic journey of what appears to be Joanne Salley’s life and 
world through documentary clips, videos recorded on handheld phones and glimpses from 
commercial photo shoots with Salley as a model. 
 
Rebuilding an image 
The newly acquired video installation, on show at the museum right now, consists of a 
twelve-minute video and three billboards executed in a glossy, commercial shopping-
centre aesthetic. In the film observers meet Joanne Salley, who, while working as a 
schoolteacher, fell victim to a scandal in the English tabloid newspapers when students 
from the prominent Harrow School in London found and shared private photographs of her 
topless. The episode ruined her image and career. Taking his point of departure in Salley’s 
fate, the consumer industry and the manipulative techniques used by media, Fujiwara 
explores the possibility of rebuilding Salley’s image. Joanne Salley plays the lead role as 
herself – as the human brand to be composed, presented and sold. 
 
The power of the image 
Joanne is a masterpiece of Simon Fujiwara’s rich and diverse practice – and a seductive 
and alarmingly tangible illustration of the power of the image. This is a ubiquitous issue in 
present-day society, where self-image and self-staging increasingly shape our lives online. 
Thanks to generous support from the New Carlsberg Foundation, ARKEN can now add 
Simon Fujiwara’s highly topical work to the museum’s large collection of Danish and 
international contemporary art. Joanne is on show at ARKEN through 1 November 2020. 
 
About the artist 
Simon Fujiwara was born in 1982 in London and lives and works in Berlin. Addressing the 
inherent contradictions of image and narrative making – from social media and self-
presentation to marketing and history formation – Fujiwara revels in the complexity and 
paradox of our simultaneous quest for fantasy and authenticity. Fujiwara works across 
different media – from sculpture and installation to video and painting, drawing inspiration 
from realms as diverse as advertising and archaeology. Simon Fujiwara has numerous 
solo and group shows to his name and is represented in museum collections at the Centre 
Pompidou in Paris, the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) and the Solomon R. Guggenheim 
Museum. 
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